THE LABOR MOVEMENT IN GERMANY

Dr. Price, published in the Bulletin of the Department of Statt,
one remarkable fact emerges from the elections of 1949, namely,
that the labor vote, if we compare the labor vote of 1949 and
1928, has remained stable. In 1928 the labor vote was a little
over 35 per cent. In 1949 the labor vote again was a little over
35 per cent, the difference merely being that the share of the
Social Democratic party in the labor vote has grown at the ex-
pense of the Communist party. It is exceedingly unlikely that,
no matter what the political situation in Germany is, the Social
Democratic party can substantially increase its vote and its
control, primarily in view of the religious stratification of Ger-
many and the tight control exercised by the Catholic political
party over Catholic labor. Consequently, the Social Democratic
party, in contrast to the British Labour party, must expect to
remain a minority party for the near future, and consequently it
will be able to carry out its policies solely in coalition with other
parties.

The problem for the trade-unions was a problem of establish-
ing a relationship with the existing political parties. Tradition-
ally, as we know, the German trade-union organizations were
affiliated with corresponding political parties. The new federa-
tion is, as they say, nonpolitical. By "nonpolitical" they do not
mean that it abstains from politics, but they merely mean that
the traditional connections between trade-unions and political
parties are severed and that the trade-unions do not lend finan-
cial or other assistance to political parties. But it does not mean
that the trade-unions expect to carry out their demands by in-
dustrial action alone. Clearly, this in any modern society is an
impossible demand. The major problems of the German society
and economy which have been previously stated* make it clearly
impossible for any trade-union to expect that the demands of
the German working classes can be satisfied by collective bar-
gaining only. They can be fulfilled only by political action. And
yet it is here that the problem lies.

After having cut off the relations with the existing political
parties, the trade-union federation has by nature to rely cm two

2. See the chapters in this vatnme by Daniel Margofces (pp. 51-57} and Walter
Hefier (pp. 58-75).
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